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1
METHOD FOR BROODING OR GROWING
POULTRY

BACKGROUND

The current invention relates to a method for brooding or
growing poultry.

The applicant of the current invention over the years
devised several improvements in systems and devices, cli-
mate chambers and/or incubators, for hatching egg and breed-
ing or growing or rearing the hatched chicks.

It is for instance referred to patent application WO-02/
39812 of applicant, relating to a method of controlling the
temperature in a controlled climate chamber. In this applica-
tion, applicant in general refers to eggs of 28 weeks old
mother animals which are usually small, about 45-50 gr. In a
climate-controlled hatching chamber, the flow of air around
such small eggs would be different than the flow of air around
larger eggs of for instance 70 gr. It is further stated that the
embryos in these small eggs will be smaller and lighter than
embryos in larger eggs. This, however, was already know in
the art: U.S. Pat. No. 4,378,758 already indicates that such
smaller embryos remain much smaller further on in the pro-
cess. It was up to now therefore uneconomical to use these
eggs for high volume production of broiler poultry. In fact, in
the past it was found that most if not all of these specific
chicks would die.

Patent application WO-04047527 of applicant relates to a
method for cleaning an incubator, and a particular layout of
such an incubator.

WO 2007/142511 relates to a method and device for the
hatching of eggs. In this application, trays with eggs are
pivoted during hatching.

Applicant even suggested, for instance in WO-2005/
070198, to maintain hatched chicks in a climatized room for
alonger period after hatching, in order to improve growth and
in general the brooding of poikilothermic poultry. To thatend,
applicant devised a further improved climate chamber or
incubator, disclosed in WO-2009/014422. That application
relates to a heat exchanger, a climate chamber provided with
the heat exchanger and use of a climate chamber. In particular,
a large part of this latest filing is incorporated in this patent
application.

The developments of the applicant of the current patent
application have considerably improved chambers for hatch-
ing and for brooding poultry directly after hatching, the poiki-
lothermic stage.

Applicant, in view of these considerable improvements of
climate chambers and hatching climate chambers, have found
further improvements in the breeding of poultry.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The objective of the current invention is to improve the
breeding of poultry, and in particular to increase the output of
climate chambers, while on the other hand improving the
wellbeing of the animals.

To that end, the invention relates to a method according to
claim 1.

It was found that when controlling these environmental
parameters in a climate chamber, in particular in a climate
chamber or incubator chamber as described in WO-2009/
01442, that it was possible to grow the chicks from the first
eggs of hens. In the past, it was found impossible to grow
these chicks from the first eggs, in Dutch sometimes also
called “kanteieren”. As explained above, these eggs are much
smaller than the regular eggs laid by the same type of hens.
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Therefore, these first eggs were not hatched. These eggs were
not used further in the process of brooding poultry. It was
found that the chicks of these first eggs of young hens would
normally die, usually in the first days, and otherwise further in
the process. Due to the improvement environmental control
of the climate chamber of WO 2009/014422, which applica-
tion is referred to as if fully set forth in this description, it was
found to the surprise of applicant that conditions can be
provided to economically grow these chicks.

Inparticular, in a method for growing the chick after hatch-
ing, the chicks are exposed to the following temperature in the
incubator device for poultry:

Time after Temperature
hatching (° C.) chicks Temperature
(hours) from young hens (° C.) Usual
0 36.94 36.94
6 36.94 36.39
12 36.67 35.83
24 36.11 35.0
36 35.28 34.17
48 34.17 33.06
60 33.06 31.94
72 31.94 30.83
84 30.83 29.72
96 30.00 28.89
108 29.44 28.33

In the dependant claims, specific temperature ranges are
indicated which allow these particular chicks to grow. It can
be notices that in fact this means that after 24 hours the
temperature remains at least about 0.5° C. above the regular
temperature. In fact, it was found beneficial if the temperature
would be at least about 1.0° C. above the regular temperature.
On the other hand, it was found that from 24 hours up to 108
days the temperature is to remain no more than about 2.0° C.
above the usual temperature. In fact, the temperature is to
remain no more than about 1.5° C. above the usual tempera-
ture. In a specific embodiment, the temperature is to remain
between about 1.0-1.2° C. above the usual temperature.

In fact, it was found possible to grow the chicks in such a
way that after several days, usually about 3-5 days after
hatching, the chicks would have the same size (weight) as
regular chicks.

The chicks which are to be kept in the incubator chamber
and which result from the eggs of young hens especially in
their first days are much smaller than regular hens.

In the past, most if not all of these chicks would die. As
these chicks are much smaller, it was found that special pro-
visions were needed in the incubator chamber. These provi-
sions were never found necessary earlier as most if not all of
these chicks would die.

Embodiments of the invention are provided in the depen-
dent claims.

The invention further pertains to an apparatus comprising
one or more of the characterising features described in the
description and/or shown in the attached drawings. The
invention further pertains to a method comprising one or
more of the characterising features described in the descrip-
tion and/or shown in the attached drawings.

The invention further pertains to a method for growing
poultry using a broiler house according to claim 9. In this
embodiment, the chicks were found to develop for instance
better feathers in particular due to careful temperature con-
trol. Furthermore, the climate chamber of WO 2009/014422
provides an incubator quality environment control. There-
fore, in this description it will also be referred to as an incu-
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bator chamber. In particular it was found that this allows the
temperature in the broiler house at a later stage to be set lower.
In particular, the following temperature control was possible.

traditional broiler house after

day broiler house W02009/014422

0 34 —

1 34 —

2 33 —

3 32 —

4 31.5 29

5 30.5 28.5

6 30 28

7 29.5 27.5

8 29 27

9 28.5 26.5
10 28 26
11 27.5 25.5
12 27 25
13 26.5 24.5
14 26 24
15 25.5 23.5
16 25 23
17 24.5 22.5
18 24 22
19 23.5 21.5
20 23 21
21 22.5 20.5
22 22 20.5
23 21.5 20.4
24 21 20.4
25 20.5 20.3
26 20 20.3
27 20 20.2
28 20 20
29 20 19.9
30 20 19.7
31 20 19.6
32 19.5 19.5
33 19.5 19.5
34 19.5 19.5
35 19.5 19.5
36 19 19.1
37 19 18.7
38 18.5 18.5
39 18.5 18.5
40 18 18.3
41 18 18
42 18 17.7
43 17.5 17.5

In fact, it was found that up until about the 21th day, the
temperature in the broiler house can be kept up to about 1-3
degrees below the usual temperature in a broiler house. In
particular, in a broiler house usually the temperature is low-
ered starting from the 47 day with about 0.5° C. per day up to
about 20.5° C. on the 21* day and them more slowly to about
17.5°C. onthe 43"¢ day. In the current invention, it was found
that after using the incubator chamber for the first 4 days after
hatching, the temperature could be lowered up more than 1°
C. with respect to the usual temperature. In particular, it was
found that the temperature could be lowered more than 1.5°
C. below the usual temperature. It was even found that the
temperature could be lowered more than 2° C. below the usual
temperature. Thus, chick according to that aspect of the
invention start at about 30-33° C. at day 4. In an embodiment,
they start at a temperature of about 31-32° C. After that the
temperature can be lowered daily to about 19-22 degrees after
21 days. In particular, the temperature is lowered to about
20-21° C. after 21 days. In fact, usually the temperature is
lowered with about 0.5° C. per day up to about 20-21° C. It
should be noted that the temperature indications in for the
broiler house are less accurate than in the incubator chamber.
In a broiler house, the climate conditions are more difficult to
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maintain. There can be temperature differences from one
place near the broiler floor to the next place near the broiler
floor. The skilled person will be able, based upon the infor-
mation in this document, to appreciate how to work the inven-
tion. When using the incubator chamber subsequent to hatch-
ing for another 4-10 days, in an embodiment for 3-5 days, in
particular for about 4 days, it was found that the chicks
develop better. The feathers all around the chicks are better
developed. Thus, it was found that this allows the broiler
house temperatures to be kept lower than usual, thus saving
on heating costs, for instance. In fact, raising the temperature
to usual levels may even lead to overheating the chicks.

The various aspects discussed in this patent can be com-
bined in order to provide additional advantages. Furthermore,
some of the features can form the basis for one or more
divisional applications

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention in particular uses a climate chamber
or incubator chamber, also disclosed in W0O-2009/014422, in
particular modified for the current method, to grow chicks
after they hatch described below in more detail with reference
to an example illustrated diagrammatically in the drawing, in
which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a heat exchanger
according to the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional perspective view of a part of
the heat exchanger from FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a cross-sectional side view of a part of the
heat exchanger from FIG. 1 together with part of a stack of
crates;

FIG. 4 shows a highly diagrammatic top view of a climate
chamber according to the invention;

FIG. 5 shows a vertical view in longitudinal section of the
climate chamber according to FIG. 4, which view in longitu-
dinal section is taken along arrows V in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of a crate from the stack of
crates as illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 shows a first vertical view in longitudinal section of
the crate from FIG. 6, which view in longitudinal section is
taken along arrows VII in FIG. 6; and

FIG. 8 shows a second vertical view in longitudinal section
of'the crate from FIG. 6, which view in longitudinal section is
taken along arrows VIII in FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Directly after hatching, the chicks are preferably reared in
a climate chamber or incubation chamber of the type
described below. First, a heat exchanger for such a chamber
will be described. In an embodiment, it has troughs for pro-
viding drinks to the chicks, and can even have integrated
lighting. The chicks are in the climate chamber provided in
stacks of crates, described further on in this description.
These crates have been modified to accommodate the chicks
of'the young mother animals, like young hens of less than 29
weeks old. Usually, the hens are from about 26 weeks old. The
first 3-5 layings of these hens are only about 45-50 grams. It
was found that the particular controlled conditions in the
climate chamber of incubator chamber further described
below allow these particular chicks to be brooded in an eco-
nomical way.

FIGS. 1,2 and 3 show a heat exchanger for use in a climate
chamber. This heat exchanger is constructed around a panel-
shaped body 21 having one or more fluid lines 22. The panel-
shaped body 21 is provided with perforations 25 and 26.
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These perforations make it possible for a gas stream (arrow A)
to pass through the panel-shaped body 21 in a direction trans-
verse to the panel-shaped body 21. Similarly to a radiator, the
panel-shaped body 21 can be brought to a specific tempera-
ture by means of the fluid flowing through the one or more
fluid lines. The one or more fluid lines extend between a feed
line and a discharge line for said fluid. The panel-shaped body
and the fluid lines will usually be made of a metal and form an
integral part of one another (for example by being welded to
one another, soldered to one another or by extruding the lines
and the body in a single operation to form a single extrusion
profile). Such a heat exchanger, as described above with
reference to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, can also be seen in FIGS. 3 and
4 of WO 00/08922. According to the invention, this (known)
heat exchanger is additionally provided, in particular, with
gassing ducts 28.

The gassing ducts 28 run parallel to one another and along
the panel-shaped body 21. The gassing ducts 28 are fed by one
ormore medium supply ducts 27 and are connected thereto by
passage openings 34. As can be seen in FIG. 1, a tubular
medium supply duct 27 is provided along opposite sides of
the panel-shaped body 21 so that the gassing ducts 28 can be
supplied with medium from two sides simultaneously. The
gassing ducts 28 extend between the latter and transversely to
the medium supply ducts 27. The gassing ducts 28 are pro-
vided at a centre-to-centre distance C from one another in
such a manner that in each case one intermediate zone 39 of
the panel-shaped body 21 remains clear between two gassing
ducts 28 situated one above the other. The height B of this
intermediate zone 39 may be, for example, 7 to 10 cm, such as
approximately 8.5 cm in this embodiment. The gas stream A
can pass through the panel-shaped body 21 via the perfora-
tions 25 in this intermediate zone 39.

Each gassing duct 28 has an interior 29 which is delimited
by a top wall 35, a bottom wall 37 and two side walls 36. The
panel-shaped body 21 in each case extends with a part 30
through the gassing duct 28, which part forms a partition, as
it were, which divides the gassing duct 28 into a first duct
compartment 32 and a second duct compartment 33. Both
compartments extend along the entire length of the gassing
duct 28 and are in this case of equal size and shape. However,
the duct compartments do not have to be of equal size and
shape. It is also conceivable for there to be only one compart-
ment if the panel-shaped body delimits a side wall of the
gassing duct, for example, if the part 30 has been cut away, for
example, or if the gassing duct has been placed against or
close to the panel-shaped body on the outside of the panel-
shaped body.

In order to ensure that the medium supplied via the gassing
ducts 28 flows out along the panel-shaped body 21, distrib-
uted in the surrounding area, in particular the gas stream
directed transversely to the panel-shaped body 21, each gas-
sing duct 28 is provided with outflow openings 31 arranged
over the length of said gassing duct in a distributed manner.
By varying the size of these outflow openings 31 and/or the
distance between adjacent outflow openings 31, an even
delivery along the entire length of the gassing duct 28 can be
achieved. In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1,2 and 3, in
each case only the second duct compartment 33 is provided
with outflow openings 31 and the first duct compartment is
substantially closed, except for the passage openings 34 and
the perforations 26. This offers the advantage that the medium
supplied spreads along the length of the gassing duct in the
first compartment while, in the meantime, the temperature is
influenced (that is to say is increased or reduced) by the
temperature of the part 30 of the panel-shaped body, which
part acts as a partition, then flows to the second compartment
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via the perforations 26 in said part 30 which act as a partition,
while, in the meantime, the temperature of the medium is
influenced again, and then flows to the outflow openings via
the second compartment, while the temperature of the
medium is in this case too influenced again in the meantime.

The medium supply ducts 27 are provided along opposite
edges of the panel-shaped body 21 and attached thereto. Thus,
the heat exchanger can be produced as a modular unit, of
which only the two medium supply ducts have to be con-
nected upon installation. Furthermore, the feed line 23 and
discharge line 24 for fluid are accommodated inside the
medium supply ducts. In practice, this can be achieved rela-
tively easily without the dimensions of the medium supply
ducts having to increase substantially. After all, the fluid will
generally be a fluid such as water, so that these lines 23 and 24
can be relatively small, compared to the supply duct for
gaseous medium. Another advantage is the fact the medium
supply duct thus protects the line 23 and/or 24 against damage
and that the temperature of the medium can be influenced, if
desired—Dby heating or cooling by means of the line 23 and/or
24—while it is flowing through the medium supply duct.

As can be seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the interior 29 of each
gassing duct 28 touches the exterior 38 of a fluid line 22, both
atthe top wall 35 and at the bottom wall 37. This improves the
exchange of heat between the fluid and the medium.

According to a further embodiment, each gassing duct 28
of'the heat exchanger 1 according to the invention is provided
with a trough 40 having a first end 41 and a second end 42.
These troughs 40 can be used for moisturization by filling
them with a liquid, in particular water, and allowing it to
evaporate. When used in a climate chamber containing birds,
these troughs 40 can also be used as drinking troughs. In order
to simplify the filling of the troughs 40 with liquid, the latter
are in particular provided with an overflow 43 near the second
end, and the troughs are staggered one above the other, in each
case with the second end 42 of a trough 40 situated at a higher
level above the first end 41 of a trough 40 situated at a lower
level. The liquid can then be supplied at the first end 41 of the
top trough, will then fill the top trough up to the filling level
determined by the overflow, subsequently fill the trough situ-
ated underneath up to the filling level determined by the
overflow thereof, etcetera, until the bottom trough is also
filled. In order to ensure that the liquid flows to each subse-
quent trough and to prevent flooding, in case there is an
obstacle in one trough, the first longitudinal top trough edge
44 is higher than the second longitudinal top trough edge 45,
which is closer to the panel-shaped body 21, and the top wall
35 of the gassing duct 28 in each case continues up to the
second longitudinal top trough edge 45. The liquid can then
pass the obstacle via the top wall 35.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, each gassing duct is further-
more provided, if desired, with a fastening means, such as a
receiving slot 46, for attaching a lighting fixture 47 (illus-
trated only in FIG. 2). This fixture 47 is provided with a row
comprising a plurality of lighting LEDs 48, 49 (LED=light-
emitting diode). Here, several LEDs 49 are in each case
directed towards the trough 40 underneath (directional arrow
80in FIG. 2) in order to illuminate the latter. The applicant has
found that if the troughs 40 are drinking troughs for poultry,
in particular for chicks, it is advantageous if these LEDs emit
red light. The birds can then easily find the drinking trough.
Other LEDs 48 may be directed in various directions (direc-
tional arrows 81 and 82 in FIG. 2) in order to ensure even
illumination and prevent blinding the birds.

The heat exchanger 1 according to the invention can be
used in a climate chamber in an advantageous manner, in
particular in a climate chamber for rearing animals, in par-
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ticular very young animals, such as chicks less than 4 days old
or of an age of 0 or 1 days. Such very young animals, such as
in particular chicks, are not yet able to control their own body
temperature very well. In order to rear them well, it is impor-
tant that they are kept at a predetermined temperature, which
is dependent on the type of animal, in particular during the
initial phase after hatching (birth), and to control this tem-
perature very accurately (thatis to say with an accuracy of £1°
C., preferably with an accuracy of £0.5° C., or with a greater
accuracy, such as £0.2° C. or less). According to the inven-
tion, the term climate chamber is particularly understood to
mean a device having an interior space, which can control the
temperature in and throughout this interior space with an
accuracy of £1° C., preferably with an accuracy of £0.5° C.,
or with a greater accuracy, such as £0.2° C. or less (that is to
say, the greatest difference in temperature between two spots
in said space will be at most the value of said ‘accuracy’).

FIGS. 4 and 5 highly diagrammatically show such a cli-
mate chamber 3, which in this case is in particular intended
for rearing chicks which have just hatched. This climate
chamber is delimited on the outside by thermally insulated
side walls 14, a thermally insulated ceiling 16 and a floor 15,
which is preferably also thermally insulated. The climate
chamber 3 has at least one chamber compartment 4 in which
the chicks are kept under conditioned circumstances. In the
illustrated example, there are two rows with five chamber
compartments 4 each. The rows are on either side of a corridor
5 and are accessible from the corridor 5 via doors 9. Entering
and exiting the climate chamber 3 is possible by means of at
least one door 10, 11. In this example, a door 10 is provided at
one end of the corridor, which is intended in particular for
entering the corridor 5 of the climate chamber, and a door 11
is provided at the other end which is intended in particular for
exiting the corridor 5 of the climate chamber.

Atone end of each row of chamber compartments 4 an inlet
chamber 13 is in each case provided for introducing condi-
tioned gas, such as air, into the upstream chamber compart-
ment 4, and an outlet chamber 13 is in each case provided at
the other end of each row of chamber compartments 4 for
collecting gas coming from the downstream chamber com-
partment 4. Although it is not required, it is energetically
advantageous subsequently to feed the gas from the outlet
chamber 13 back to the inlet chamber. The gas may be fed
back along the top of the chamber compartments, as is illus-
trated in WO 00/08922. However, this method requires a lot
of space and it is more advantageous to feed the gas back via
the corridor 5, as is indicated in FIG. 4 by means of arrows G.
This leads to a significant reduction in the amount of space
required. In addition, another result thereof is that the corridor
5 is also conditioned, albeit slightly less well than the cham-
ber compartments 3, so that it is possible to open the door 9 of
a chamber compartment during use while causing minimal
disturbance to the climate.

In FIG. 4, the conveying stream of the products to be
treated in the climate chamber, such as chicks, is indicated by
means of arrows K. The products are preferably discharged
via door 11 and the products are preferably supplied via door
10, 11 since the supply side can thus be kept relatively clean,
which prevents contamination.

The chamber compartments of this climate chamber are
provided with heat exchangers at opposite sides. The inflow
side of the chamber compartment which is most upstream is
in each case delimited by a heat exchanger 7, the outflow side
of'the most downstream chamber compartment is in each case
delimited by a heat exchanger 8 and adjacent chamber com-
partments are in each case delimited with respect to one
another by a heat exchanger 1. These heat exchangers 1, 7 and
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8 may be substantially identical with respect to one another,
but given the fact that the heat exchangers 7 and 8 only delimit
a chamber compartment on one side, it will be clear to those
skilled in the art that these heat exchangers 7 and 8 may also
be of a different design, in particular on the side which is
remote from the chamber compartment 4. The heat exchang-
ers 1, 7 and 8 are of the kind which are composed of a
panel-shaped body 21 provided with perforations 25 and 26,
as well as with fluid lines 22. The gas stream through the
chamber compartments and the perforations in the panel-
shaped body 21 are in this case indicated by means of arrows
L. Ventilation means 50, such as fans, in this case ensure that
the gas stream is maintained. These ventilation means may as
such be provided at various locations, but will usually be
provided in the inlet chamber 12 and/or the outlet chamber
13.

As regards the climate chamber as described up to now
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, it is not strictly necessary to
provide the heat exchanger with gassing ducts, although this
has a cumulative advantage.

As stated above, the climate chamber 3 according to the
invention is in particular provided with heat exchangers 1, 7
and 8 as described in various further embodiments with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1,2 and 3. 1, 2, 3 or more rows 6 of stacked
crates 2 are placed in each chamber compartment. In particu-
lar, this will be 1 or 2 rows of stacks, such as two rows 6 of
stacks, as illustrated diagrammatically in the central chamber
compartment in FIG. 5. Depending on the depth, viewed at
right angles to the plane of the drawing from FIG. 5, of each
chamber compartment 4 and the length, viewed in the direc-
tion of double arrow M from FIG. 6, each row 6 of stacks of
crates may comprise one or more stacks of crates.

Referring to FIGS. 6, 7, 8 and F1G. 3, if the heat exchangers
1, 7 and 8 are provided with drinking troughs 40, each crate
preferably has a height H corresponding to the centre-to-
centre distance C between the gassing ducts 28 and drinking
troughs 40. Furthermore, the crate 2 is then provided with
drinking passages 54 on one side, the side facing the drinking
trough 40, so that the birds, in particular the chicks, can drink
from a trough 40. These drinking passages 54 may be pro-
vided in a vertical side wall of the crate. However, it is par-
ticularly advantageous to provide that side of the crate 2
facing the drinking trough with, starting from the bottom, a
bottom vertical wall part 51, a wall part 52 which is directed
outwards from the top of the bottom vertical wall part 51, and
a top wall part 53 which is directed vertically from the outer
edge of the outwardly directed wall part 52. The outwardly
directed wall part 52 of each crate 2 is in each case situated
above a trough 40 and is provided with the drinking passages
54 which continue as far as just into the bottom vertical wall
part 51 to increase drinking comfort. These drinking passages
54 are, on the one hand, dimensioned such that the birds can
drink from the trough, but, on the other hand, cannot escape
from the crate 2 via the drinking passage 54. The width E of
the drinking passages is in this case approximately 22 mm, so
that the chicks can stick their head through them, but their
body is too large to pass through them. The bottom vertical
wall part 51 forms a kind of railing which prevents the chicks
from pushing each other as far as above the trough and
ensures a correct drinking level. As an indication, for chicks
of chickens, the bottom vertical wall part 51 may, in this case,
have a height of approximately 50 mm to 55 mm and the top
vertical wall part 53 may in this case have a height of approxi-
mately 90 mm to 110 mm.

In order to ensure that the gas stream A can permeate the
crate 2 according to the invention, the crate 2 is provided with
ventilation openings on two opposite sides—which are at
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right angles to the gas stream A—in order to allow the gas
stream A to pass. These ventilation passages have a width F,
see FIG. 7, which is such that the animals, in particular the
chicks, cannot escape through them. The width F is preferably
such that the animals cannot stick their head out of the crate
here.

In order to be able to feed the animals, such as the above-
mentioned chicks, the crate 2 according to the invention is
provided with a feeding trough 60. In order to allow the gas to
flow through the crate 2 in a manner which is as unimpeded as
possible, this feeding trough 60 is provided along a side of the
crate 2 which is at right angles to the side along which the
drinking trough 40, at least the drinking passages 54, are
provided. The feeding trough 60 comprises, in a known man-
ner, a partition 62 which separates the filling opening 61 from
the feed opening 63 which is situated at a lower level. The
feeding opening 63 of this embodiment will in particular be
provided with elements transverse to the direction of the
feeding opening 63 of the feeding trough 61. Thus, it will
allow very small and very young chicks to climb out of the
feeding opening 63. In an embodiment, transverse wall parts
will be provided at mutual distances in said feeding trough.
These wall parts are not indicated in the drawing. The wall
parts will usually have an interspacing of about 2-4 cm.

According to a further aspect of the invention, the bottom
of the crates is designed as a grate 56 with a removable
baseplate 55 fitted underneath. This baseplate is advanta-
geously made of a material containing cellulose, such as
cardboard. The baseplate 55 can then be recycled and be
disposed of together with the droppings as a disposable prod-
uct. More generally, it is advantageous according to the inven-
tion if the baseplate is made from a biodegradable material,
such as a biodegradable plastic or biodegradable cardboard.
This baseplate 55 is in particular provided at a distance D of
5 mm to 50 mm underneath the grate 56. Referring to FIG. 8,
this baseplate 55 can be placed in the crate and removed from
the crate by sliding in accordance with the double arrow N. To
this end, the crate 2 is provided with two ribs 65 and 66 on the
underside, between which there is a slot in which the opposite
edges of the baseplate can be accommodated. When stacked,
the supports 67 of a crate 2 underneath in each case provide
support to the baseplate 55 of a crate 2 above. The underside
of the grate is particular designed to be convex towards the
top. In order to be able to move this crate 2 safely over a
conveyor belt without a baseplate 55 but with chicks 100 or
other animals without damaging the legs or toes of the ani-
mals, it is advantageous according to the invention if the crate
2 is provided on the underside with supporting feet 58, which
ensure that there is a minimum distance D of 5 to 15 mm
between the underside ofthe grate 56 and the surface. In order
to prevent the grate from sagging, it is provided with reinforc-
ing ribs 59 on the underside.

In particular, in the current invention, a surface layer of
sheet of biodegradable material is provided on top of the grate
56. As the chicks of the current invention just after hatching,
in the first and sometimes even the second day are very small,
their feet may get stuck in the grates 56. The surface sheet will
remain just long enough to prevent problems. The room
between the grates 56 should not be too small as otherwise the
droppings of the animals will not fall through.

It should be noted that a stack of crates for young animals,
such as chicks, described in this paragraph, forms a further
invention by itself for which the Applicant reserves all rights.
This further invention may, independently of what else has
been described in this application in respect of the crate, be
characterized as: Stack comprising a plurality of crates,
optionally containing animals, such as chicks, each crate
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having a bottom which is designed as a grate 56 having a
removable baseplate 55 fitted underneath for collecting drop-
pings. The further invention furthermore relates to an indi-
vidual crate, as described above in this paragraph. As stated
above, the Applicant reserves all rights with respect to such a
stack of crates and with respect to such an individual crate,
such as the right to file a divisional patent application.

It will also be clear that the above description and drawings
are included to illustrate some embodiments of the invention,
and not to limit the scope of protection. Starting from this
disclosure, many more embodiments will be evident to a
skilled person which are within the scope of protection and
the essence of this invention and which are obvious combi-
nations of prior art techniques and the disclosure of this
patent.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1=heat exchanger

2=crate

3=climate chamber

4=(chamber) compartment in climate chamber

5=corridor in climate chamber

6=stack of crates

7=heat exchanger

8=heat exchanger

9=door

10=door

11=door

12=inlet chamber

13=outlet chamber

14=vertical outside wall of climate chamber

15=floor of climate chamber

16=ceiling of climate chamber

21=panel-shaped body

22=fluid line

23=fluid feed line

24=fluid discharge line

25=perforation

26—perforation

27=medium supply duct

28—gassing duct

29=interior of gassing duct

30=part of panel-shaped body touching the interior of the
gassing duct

31=outflow opening

32~first duct compartment

33=second duct compartment

34=passage opening from medium supply duct to first duct
compartment

35=top wall first and second duct compartment

36=side wall first/second duct compartment

37=bottom wall first and second duct compartment

38=exterior of fluid line

39=intermediate zone of panel-shaped body,
between gassing ducts

40=trough

41=first end of trough

42=second end of trough

43=overflow

44~first longitudinal trough edge

45=second longitudinal trough edge

46=attachment slot for lighting fixture

47-=lighting fixture

48=LED

49=LED directed at trough

50=ventilation means

situated
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51=bottom vertical wall part

52=outwardly directed wall part

53=top vertical wall part

54=(drinking) passage

55=baseplate

S56=grate

57=upper side/underside of grate/baseplate

58=supporting foot

59=supporting foot

60=feeding trough

61=filling opening of feeding trough

62=partition of feeding trough

63=feed opening of feeding trough

64=ventilation passage

65=rib

66=rib

67=support

100=chick

A=gas stream

B=distance between gassing ducts

C=centre-to-centre distance between gassing ducts

D=intermediate space between baseplate and grate

E=width of drinking passage

F=width of ventilation passage

G=arrows indicating the feeding back of the gas stream

H=height of crate

K=arrows indicating the conveying direction of products

L=arrows indicating the gas stream through the chamber
compartments and perforations in the heat exchanger

M=double arrow indicating the longitudinal direction of a
crate

N=double arrow indicating the sliding in/out of the baseplate

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for brooding poultry, comprising:

(a) collecting eggs of the first 3-5 layings of young hens;

(b) incubating the eggs and hatching them together to

obtain chicks;

(c) providing the chicks in crates of about 10-500 animals

directly after hatching;

(d) arranging the crates in stacks in an incubator chamber;

(e) providing food and drink to the chicks in the incubator

chamber, and

(f) controlling the temperature, humidity, CO, level and

flow rate of air in the incubator chamber.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the hens are younger
than 29 weeks old.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the hens are between 26
and 29 weeks old.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the temperature is set at
about 1-3° C. above a usual temperature for hatching chicks
from eggs.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the temperature is
initially set at about 36.4-37.4° C. and lowered to about
28.9-29.9° C. over about 108 hours.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the temperature is set
according to table below:

T(h) after hatching Temperature (° C.)

0 36.4-37.4

6 36.4-37.3
12 36.2-37.2
24 35.6-36.6
36 34.8-35.8
48 33.7-34.7
60 32.6-33.6
72 31.4-32.4
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-continued

T(h) after hatching Temperature (° C.)

84 30.3-31.3
96 29.5-30.5
108 28.9-29.9.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the temperature is set
according to the table below:

T(h) after hatching Temperature (° C.)

0 36.7-37.1
6 36.7-37.1
12 36.5-36.9
24 35.9-36.3
36 35.1-35.5
48 34.0-34.4
60 32.9-33.3
72 31.7-32.1
84 30.6-31.0
96 29.8-30.2
108 29.2-29.6.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the eggs have a weight
of' below the usual weight of eggs.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the hens are broiler hens
and the eggs have a weight below about 50 gram.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the crates comprise a
bottom designed as a grate and have a biodegradable sheet on
a surface of the grate for providing a walking surface for the
chicks.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the biodegradable
sheet comprises cellulose material and is degraded between
the first and second day after the chicks are provided in the
crate.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the crates comprise a
bottom designed as a grate having openings of about0.7t0 1.2
cmx1.3-1.8 cm.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the crates comprise a
feeding trough provided along at least one of the sides of the
crates, and wherein the feeding trough is provided with trans-
verse wall parts for allowing the chicks to climb out of the
feeding trough.

14. A method for growing poultry, comprising:

(a) directly after hatching, providing hatched chicks in

crates of about 10-500 animals;

(b) arranging the crates in stacks in an incubator chamber;

(c) providing food and drink to each crate in the incubator

chamber, and

(d) controlling the temperature, humidity, CO, level and

flow rate of air in the incubator chamber;

(e) keeping the chicks for 4-10 days after hatching in the

incubator chamber; and

(D) transferring the chicks from the incubator chamber to a

broiler house.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein a temperature in the
broiler house is kept more than 1° C. lower than a usual
temperature.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the temperature in the
broiler house is kept more than 2° C. below the usual tem-
perature.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the temperature in the
broiler house is initially at about 30-33° C.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the initial temperature
is lowered to about 19-22° C. over 21 days.
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19. The method of claim 17, wherein the temperature is
lowered about 0.5° C. per day to about 20-21° C.

20. The method of claim 14, wherein the initial temperature
of the incubator chamber is at about 36.6-37.2° C., and selec-
tively lowered to about 28.0-28.6° C. at about a linear rate. 5
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